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Newsletter July 2017
Hi Folks,
Our May meeting was fairly well attended and the theme was “Jaguar models” where Arthur Daugherty and Terry
Hitchinson had very good displays. Thanks to Dusan Milanovich for the pics which are shown below.
Our thanks to Dusan for the design of our new NDMC membership cards. These cards will be handed to all our
members at the July meeting and are displayed in a plastic badge. Please wear these membership cards at all our
future meetings as well, so that it helps new members to identify the names of existing members. Also, we can easily
identify who has and who has not paid their NDMC subs for 2017. Similar membership cards will be available for
Country members, and Visitors will be required to obtain a temporary card, for which they will pay a refundable
deposit of R50.00.
Dusan has also designed NDMC banners and separate A5 flyers - for which we appreciate his time and effort.
The theme for our Annual Rod Guérin Diorama Competition is still to be chosen.
This is a reminder for members to diarise the following dates for this weekend:
th

Saturday 29 July 2017 from 9.30am to 3.30pm. - The VCC Car Show to be held at Hillcrest High School.
th

Sunday 30 July 2017 from 08.30am to 12.30pm. - The Kloof and Highway SPCA in partnership with the Seven Car
Club of Natal will host its annual Cars on the Green event at the Kloof SPCA.
See you at the next meeting,
Keep collecting

Philip
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Our May 2017 theme “Jaguar Models” – models in pics I & II above by Arthur Daugherty

Our May 2017 theme “Jaguar Models” - by Terry Hitchinson
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Jaguars during the 1950s - Grace, Space and Pace (Part 2 cont .../)
The C-type was just about to be superseded by the D-type. A prototype had made a couple of private appearances in
1953 and this was a halfway stage between the ‘C’ and eventual ‘D’ models.

1954 D-type Prototype with Malcolm Sayer, William Heynes, Bob Knight and Norman Dewis
The D-type was to break fresh ground as it was a monocoque construction. To this ‘tub’ of magnesium alloy was
attached a tubular front sub-frame which carried the engine, steering and front suspension. With its bag tanks for the
fuel, the D-type borrowed a good deal from aircraft practice. It was created by Bill Heynes and Malcolm Sayer.

1954 D-type Cutaway Drawing
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The new D-types were taken to Le Mans in 1954 with high hopes pinned upon them. The cars had engine problems
early on in the race, with the cause diagnosed the drivers began a valiant battle to make up lost ground. Further
frustration was experienced when Tony Rolt was pushed off by a slower competitor and the heavens opened to
almost flood the track – Duncan Hamilton was getting wheelspin at 170 mph!

1954 Le Mans Pit Stop
After many hours of driving as fast as they dared, during which the D-type ran faultlessly, they finished just one
minute and 45 seconds adrift of the winning Ferrari after 24 hours. Revenge was gained a few weeks later when
Peter Whitehead and Ken Wharton won at the 12 hour race at Rheims.

1954 Rheims, Peter Whitehead achieves maiden victory for the D-type
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Jaguar had now carved for itself a fine reputation. It had in production a superb large saloon and a very fine sports
car, but it needed a high volume smaller car. One million pounds in 1955 was a very significant amount and that
was the investment expended on designing and developing Jaguar’s important new compact saloon. The saloon’s
unitary method of construction was a new venture for Jaguar. This type of body, in which the basic shell doubled
as the chassis, had an advantage in that it saved weight and was inherently more rigid.

1955 Jaguar Mk1 Saloon Cutaway Drawing
The decision was made to use a reduced version of the 3.4 litre six cylinder. Thus a 2.4 litre was produced and fitted
to the new saloon, the model simply being known as the Jaguar 2.4. Indeed this was to be a most important model
for Jaguar and would remain in production, in one form or another, for more than 10 years.
Le Mans 1955 had all the makings of a titanic struggle. British driver, Mike Hawthorn, joined the Jaguar team as
Moss had moved to Mercedes-Benz in his quest for Grand Prix success. For the first hour or so a magnificent race
was fought by Castellotti in the Ferrari, Fangio in the Mercedes, and Hawthorn in a D-type. The D-types had been
revised and now wore ‘long-nose’ bodywork to improve air penetration. A new ‘wide angle’ cylinder head with
increased valve sizes had been designed with a resultant increase in power to 275bhp. Sadly this was the year of the
tragic crash with a large number of spectators killed when one of the Mercedes crashed into the crowd. Fangio and
Hawthorn were locked in a thrilling tussle, passing and re-passing until the remaining Mercedes were with-drawn.
Hawthorn and Ivor Bueb went on to victory.

1955 Le Mans, Hawthorn leads Castelotti & Fangio
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Just as Jaguar had manufactured a small quantity of ‘Production C-types’ so they now began selling a limited number
of ‘Production D-types’. The big Mark VII’s were showing that they could also be used to good effect in competition.
Indeed Ronnie Adams crowned a number of successes with victory in the 1956 Monte Carlo Rally.

1956 Monte Carlo Rally, Adams drives MkVII to victory
Jaguar thus became the first manufacturer ever to win both Le Mans and the Monte Carlo Rally in the same year.
Indeed 1956 was a very special year for Jaguar and Sir William Lyons, for such he had been bestowed in the New
Year’s Honours’ List. This was then followed in March by the first visit by Her Majesty The Queen and Prince Philip
to a Jaguar factory.

1956 Browns Lane, HRH Queen Elizabeth II with Sir William Lyons
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Le Mans that year was a curious one for Jaguar. On the second lap two of the cars collided with each other in the
Esses and the third was put out of contention by a split fuel line. It would have been a complete disaster had it not
been for the fact that Jaguar had, in effect, a back-up team. A private Scottish team by the name of Ecurie Ecosse
had been racing Jaguars for several years and were running two D-types. Luckily for Jaguar the one driven by Ron
Flockhart and Ninian Sanderson crossed the line in first position.

1956 Le Mans Sanderson leads in D-type
Part 3 to be cont .....

Upcoming events

Date
st
31 July 2017
st

31 July 2017
Saturday
th
29 July 2017
th
Sunday 30 July
2017

Event / Function
NDMC Meeting

Theme
VCC Car Show
Seven Car Club of
Natal

Venue
VCC - Kloof

Comments
Time: 17:00 for 17:30 ’till we end.
Cost: Subs due: R150.00 / year - Country Members R80.00 R35.00 for non-members
All Mini models, incl. Austin Mini, Mini Cooper etc
Hillcrest High 9.30am to 3.30pm - 40 Ridge Road, Hillcrest
School
SPCA - Kloof 8.30am to 12.30pm - Cars on the green

Committee 2017
Portfolio
Incumbent
Tel Home
Chairman
Philip Ellis
031 266-3138
Editor
Philip Ellis
031 266-3138
Secretary
Colleen Ellis
031 266-3138
Treasurer
Colleen Ellis
031 266-3138
Exhibition Co-ordinator Richard Hebbron 031 464-8428

Cell
E-Mail
072 281-8921 ellispc@telkomsa.net
072 281-8921 ellispc@telkomsa.net
secretary@ndmc.co.za
ellispc@telkomsa.net
083 533-5492 hebbron@telkomsa.net

Page 7 of 8

On the lighter side
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