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Hi Folks,

Our July meeting was fairly well attended with the theme “All Mini models, incl. Austin Mini, Mini Cooper etc ” proving
popular - and there were some good examples displayed by NDMC members of these models.
The displays of Mini models by both Rowan Sear (top pic on Page 2) and Tony Govender (bottom pic on Page 2)
were notable for their size and variety of models. Well done guys. Our thanks also to Dusan Milanovic for taking the
pics.
Also at the meeting, there were again several lots of models for sale. This is a reminder for those members who
haven’t collected their models from their successful bids at the July Closed Auction, to collect them at the September
meeting.
At our September meeting, there will be a few assorted boxes of die cast models for sale from a few collections - with
some of the more well-known makes sold by Closed Auction.
The theme for our September meeting is “VW Models” See article on Page 7 - this theme should be popular, so
hopefully many members will bring their models along.
rd

The final and 3 part of the recent articles on “Jaguars during the 1950s - Grace, Space and Pace” starts on Page 3 of
this newsletter - and hopefully, members have enjoyed reading this series.
Ian Sutherland says he will try and bring some of his Ecurie Ecosse models to our meeting, and he also plans to write
an article on Ecurie Ecosse models for a future newsletter.
Our Annual Rod Guérin Diorama Competition will be held at the end of year November meeting and several themes
have been suggested Viz: SA Event - Meals & Wheels - Cartoon Characters - and Typical SA Hijackings & Taxis.
We must choose one of these themes - or another theme - at our September meeting.
(Just a thought for the last theme - possibly, not too many members are likely to have a model of a SA Taxi ?)
Reminder too that at the November meeting, we will also award the “Geoff Sear Annual Enthusiast of the Year
Floating Trophy” - this trophy is voted for by NDMC members only, who can start thinking about their choice.
Our Exhibition Co-ordinator Richard Hebbron will be displaying diecast model cars at Hobby-X Durban, which is a 3
day event to be held as follows:
th

th

Dates: Friday 6 to Sunday 8 October 2017
Venue: Durban Expo Centre Durban.
th
th
Times: Friday 6 and Saturday 7 09.00am to 6.00pm

th

Sunday 8

09.00am to 5.00pm

Entrance Fee: R60 for adults and R20 for primary school children.
This event showcases products such as a wide variety of materials, equipment supplies and ideas for an extensive
range of creative crafts and hobbies etc in the Gifts and Handicrafts industry.
See you at the next meeting,

Keep collecting

Philip
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Our July theme - Display of Mini Models by Rowan Sear

Our July theme - Display of Mini Models by Tony Govender
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Jaguars during the 1950s - Grace, Space and Pace (Part 3 cont .../)
Late in 1956 the Mark VII was replaced by the evolutionary Mark VIII and around this time the XK-SS, a road-going
version of the D-type, with refinements, was produced. Amazingly, this was to use up D-type parts which were surplus
because of poor sales of that model! However, XK-SS production was abruptly halted after just 16 had been made
due to an enormous, and potentially catastrophic, fire at the factory. Luckily damage was reasonably restricted, and
with marvellous co-operation from workforce and suppliers, normal production was resumed remarkably swiftly.

1957 Browns Lane Fire Damage
The same near-disaster almost ruined the launch of a new sister for the 2.4 saloon. Logically, Jaguar had decided to
fit the 3.4 engine in the saloon body and this made a very sprightly sporting saloon. Maximum speed was 120 mph
and 60 mph could be reached in just 11.7 seconds.

1957 Jaguar Mk1 3.4 Saloon
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Having developed disc brakes in the best testing conditions possible – endurance racing – Jaguar were ready to fit
them to production cars and the first models to benefit were the new XK150’s in May, 1957.

1957 Jaguar XK150 Coupe
At the end of 1956 Jaguar announced that it intended retiring from motor racing, there were no factory D-types at Le
Mans in 1957, but there were five private entries. Ecurie Ecosse had a pair of ex-works cars out once more. All five
D-types finished, the Ecurie Ecosse cars driven by Flockhart and Bueb and Sanderson and Lawrence, taking the
first two places, the French duo of Lucas and Mary third, and the Belgian pairing of Frere and Rousselle fourth.
Duncan Hamilton and American Masten Gregory came home sixth.

1957 Le Mans, Bueb and Flockhart winners
Page 4 of 8

In early 1958 the roadster version of the XK150 joined the other two body styles in answer to demand from the
States. This roadster had the luxury of wind up windows and a less crude hood. Coincidental with the launch of the
XK150 Roadster was the introduction of the ‘S’ variant with a new cylinder head developed by Harry Weslake. This
was known as the ‘straight port head’ and, with three SU carburettors, increased power considerably to 250bhp.
With this engine the XK150 could attain 133 mph and reach 50 mph from stationary in just 7.3 seconds. Soon
afterwards the ‘S’ engine became available in the other XK150’s. At the 1958 Motor Show the Mark VIII was
succeeded by the Mark IX. Visually the cars were virtually identical, but the new car was given an enlarged 3.8 litre
version of the trusty XK engine and disc brakes. Power assisted steering was also offered.

1960 Silverstone, Stirling Moss in Jaguar MkII
During 1959 it was the turn of the small saloons to receive attention and a vastly improved Mark II model was
announced towards the end of the year, benefiting from an increased rear track and disc brakes fitted as standard.
The changes that were most apparent, however, were in appearance, with the glass area being increased significantly
by using slender roof supports. The 120 bhp 2.4 litre and 210 bhp 3.4 litre models continued to be offered, but were
joined by a racy stablemate in the shape of the new 220bhp 3.8 litre. Not surprisingly, a number of Mark I’s and II’s
were raced. Rallying successes were gained with overall success in the Tulip Rally in 1958 and team prizes and
class wins in the Monte Carlo, RAC and Alpine Rallies. Five successive victories were gained in the increasingly
tough Tour de France. The 1963 event, which saw Jaguar’s last victory, consisted of 3,600 miles of high speed
motoring.
In 1960 Jaguar purchased the motor pioneer firm of Daimler. Jaguar needed more space and Daimler had a large
factory in Coventry, to which engine manufacture would subsequently be transferred.
As the horsepower race continued to hot up in the States, Jaguar countered once again by offering the new 3.8 litre
engine in the XK150 from 1960. This could also be had in triple carburettor 265 bhp ‘S’ form giving a top speed of 136
mph.
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Above - 1959 US Jaguar XK150 Roadster Advert

See also https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Jaguar - Jaguar was originally founded as the Swallow Sidecar
Company (SS Cars Ltd) in 1922 and specialised in sidecars. The company changed names four times before
becoming Jaguar Cars limited in 1945.

Upcoming events
Date
th
26 September
2017
th

26 September
2017

Event / Function
NDMC Meeting

Theme

Venue
VCC - Kloof

Comments
Time: 17:00 for 17:30 ’till we end.
Cost: Subs due: R150.00 pa - Country Members R80.00 pa
R35.00 for non-members per visit.
VW Models

Committee 2017
Portfolio
Incumbent
Chairman
Philip Ellis
Editor
Philip Ellis
Secretary
Colleen Ellis
Treasurer
Colleen Ellis
Exhibition Co-ordinator Richard Hebbron

Tel Home
031 266-3138
031 266-3138
031 266-3138
031 266-3138
031 464-8428

Cell
072 281-8921
072 281-8921

083 533-5492
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Thanks to Richard Hebbron for submitting the VW article below.
This article is from the “Daily News” in July 2017.
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On the lighter side
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