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Newsletter November 2017
Hi Folks,
The theme for our September 2017 meeting was “VW Models” - and although there was not a large turn-out of
members - and our thanks to those members who attended and brought a varied selection of VW models to display.
This is a reminder to members that this November meeting is our last for the year. The Rod Guérin Annual Diorama
Competition will be held - and this meeting is also a bring-and- share-a-plate of eats evening. NDMC members,
together with their wives or partners and families are welcome to attend the evening.
The theme for the Diorama competition is “A South African Event” - and as this is our final meeting for 2017 - let’s try
and have as many diorama entries as possible, and also have a good turn-out of members.
The rules for this competition are on the NDMC website www.ndmc.co.za - and are also included at the end of this
newsletter. Apparently the judges are going to pay more attention to the rules for the overall diorama size, and that all
the entries meet this criteria, so please bear this in mind - and that these factors will also play a large role in affecting
the final scoring.
Competition between diorama entrants has been very close in the past, with some intense rivalry, and so we wish all
entrants good luck.
Also at our November meeting, NDMC members can vote for “The Enthusiast of the Year” - who will be presented
with “The Geoff Sear Floating Trophy”.
Members who won these floating trophies last year, are reminded to please return them for the November meeting.
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At the November meeting, there will also be 1/18 , 1/24 and 1/43 models for sale - with some Matchbox and Corgi
models - plus the remaining Dinky models from the last meeting.
The VCC Committee have advised that our annual NDMC rental fee for the hall increases by 10% to R2310.00 for
2018. So I propose that our NDMC annual subs for 2018 increase by R20.00 to R170.00.
Please note that our NDMC annual

1) budget was down by R300.00 for 2017.
2) subs of R170.00 for 2018 are due and payable by the end of January 2018.
Thanks to Mike Serrurier for his very interesting article about resin modelling. See page 2.
Thanks also to Ian Sutherland for bringing and displaying his collection of Ecurie Ecosse models and memorabilia.
It remains then to wish members and their families a Blessed and Merry Christmas, all the best over the Festive
Season, and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. Hope you find a few “wanted” models under the Christmas tree.

See you at the next meeting,

Keep collecting,

Philip
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Resin Modelling by Mike Serrurier.
To make a resin model you will need:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

A diecast model from which to make a duplicate resin model.
Fine Waterpaper
Plastercine
A toothpick or pencil
White Styrene and super glue - to make up a temporary box - obtainable from Maizey’s in Springfield Park.
Moulding rubber “MouldMax” - to make the “Outer” and “Inner” rubber moulds - obtainable from AMT
(Advanced Material Technologies) in Pinetown.
7) “F16” resin - to make the resin model - also obtainable from AMT.
8) Facial cream or Vaseline - to be applied to the rubber moulds and prevent them from sticking together.
Resin modelling is basically a straight forward process,
Diecast model
Now take a diecast model and strip away the baseplate and the windows, etc - so there is just a bare casting.
Suggest ensure that the casting is chip / scratch free, otherwise use a fine waterpaper and rub the area to make it
smooth. The moulding rubber will pick up any marks or scratches on the model, so just be sure to have a really “good
and clean diecast model“ - which is free from any imperfections.
Plastercine
Next blank off of the inside of the diecast model - I use plastercine, which is very cheap, and all that is required is to
fill the inside of the model, and just make lines or grooves into the plastercine around the window edges, and also the
same lines or grooves for the wheel arches. I use a tooth-pick or pencil for this, and I make these grooves about the
thickness or depth of the metal die cast model.

An example of a die cast model filled with plastercine internally, standing upright
and ready for the liquid “Outer” rubber mould to be poured.
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Stryene Temporary Box
Now a small styrene box has to be made up to hold the diecast model during the making of the rubber moulds. I
suggest make the box ±10 mm bigger all around the model and the height also ±10mm from the top. I use white
styrene which I cut to size. With the die cast model prepared, place it standing upright into the small styrene box.
“Outer” Rubber moulding.
Then mix the “Outer” moulding rubber from “Mouldmax”. This rubber mixture is a 10:1 ratio, but I prefer a 10:2 mix
ratio. I also normally add more catalyst than is needed, and I mix it thoroughly until it becomes a pink colour. Then I
pour this liquid rubber mix slowly around the outside of the die cast model, while using a pencil or thin stick in the
other hand, just to prod the liquid rubber and release any air bubbles or cavities. Then the die cast model and this
“Outer” rubber mould should be set aside and left for between 8 to 10 hours. Once the rubber has set, the model can
be taken out of the “Outer” mould.
“Inner” Rubber Moulding
Now the second “Inner” part of the rubber mould is needed - and I start by removing the diecast model from the
“Outer” rubber mould, and removing the plastercine as well.
Facial cream or Vaseline
Then I push the die cast model back into the “Outer” rubber mould, and coat the inside of the model with a very thin
layer of facial cream or vaseline - including especially where you can see the “Outer” rubber mould. This is to ensure
that the new “Inner” rubber mould does not stick to the diecast model - and especially the “Outer” already cured
rubber mould.
“Inner” Rubber Moulding
So the “Outer” rubber mould should now be placed “upside down” from the previous position - with the diecast model
inside. This is to make the “Inner” rubber mould with the same rubber mix used as per above. Once the liquid rubber
has been thoroughly mixed, pour it into the diecast model. Again, allow the new “Inner” rubber mould to dry for
between 8 to 10 hours.
Resin.
Then, when the “Inner” rubber mould is dry, take the diecast model and pull “Inner” and “Outer” rubber moulds apart and put the diecast model aside. Then a resin called “F16” should be thoroughly mixed in a 1:1 ratio, to make enough
for the new resin model. Pour the resin into the “Outer” rubber mould, and then to cast the model, push the “Inner”
rubber mould into the “Outer” rubber mould, until the resin is “squeezed” and forced to begin overflowing over the top.
The rsin dries in approx. 15 minutes.
Suggest bear in mind that there will always be some resin wastage, and the exact amount of resin required has to be
estimated each time. But if there are other moulds that are ready, they can be filled with resin at the same time.
The body of the resin model will probably need to be smoothed in a few places, and there will some cleaning up of the
window and wheel arch edges required - and to do this I use a dremmel. Any small indentations can be filled with
resin.
That is basically all there is to it - plus a baseplate with seats can be cast in the same way as the car.
Good luck in your new venture - it is worth it and a lot of fun.
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A selection of some of the VW models on display at our September 2017 meeting.

Ian Sutherland with some of his Scottish Racing Ecurie Ecosse models and memorabilia.
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Rod Guérin Annual Diorama Competition - 2017

1)

There must be a set ‘theme’ so that all entries are on a common ground.

2)

Entrants must comply with certain requirements, i.e.:-

2.1

Maximum area of base (width of standard metal trestle table by ⅔ length of table) i.e. 750mm x 1130mm

2.2

There must be a suitable title on the base for the theme or subject selected.

2.3

There must be a brief description of the diorama fixed to the base and easily read:

e.g.

i) why the models were chosen
ii) what is the entrant trying to convey.

2.4

A limit on the number of models permitted: i.e. 20 max permitted. Models used may be of any scale.

2.5

Models used can be metal die-cast or resin.

2.6

Any other props / materials etc. may be used on the diorama to illustrate the theme or title.

3)

Three judges to be selected “in rotation”.

4)

We will ask a representative from AutoDealer to take photographs.

Upcoming events

Date
Event/Function
th
27 November 2017 NDMC Meeting
th

Venue
VCC - Kloof

27 November 2017 Rod Guérin Annual
VCC - Kloof
Diorama Competition
th
27 November 2017 Geoff Sear Trophy VCC - Kloof
Enthusiast of the Year

Comments
Time: 17:00 for 17:30 ’till we end.
Cost: Subs due: R170.00 / year - R90.00 Country
Members - R40.00 for non-members
Theme: “A South African Event”
Enthusiast voted for by NDMC members

Committee 2017

Portfolio
Incumbent
Tel Home
Chairman
Philip Ellis
031 266-3138
Editor
Philip Ellis
031 266-3138
Secretary
Colleen Ellis
031 266-3138
Treasurer
Colleen Ellis
031 266-3138
Exhibition Co-ordinator Richard Hebbron 031 464-8428

Cell
E-Mail
072 281-8921 ellispc@telkomsa.net
072 281-8921 ellispc@telkomsa.net
secretary@ndmc.co.za
ellispc@telkomsa.net
083 533-5492 hebbron@telkomsa.net
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On the lighter side
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